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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of work in Chinatown, San Francisco, for week ended July 

18, 1903. 

The following is i"eceived from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, at 
San Francisco, under date of July 20, being record of work in China- 
town for week ended July 18, 1903: 

Buildings reinspected 281 

Rooms 2,338 

Persons inspected ■. . . 2, 389 

Sick 34 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 8 

Dead examined 13 

Deaths suspicious of plague 1 

Necropsies 2 

Rats examined bacteriologically 82 

Places limed and disinfected 845 

Streets flushed 2 

Times streets swept . 3 

Sewers flushed 17 

Plumbing nuisances abated and undergoing abatement 4 

Total number of plumbing inspections 22 

Number of new complaints filed 12 

Report on rats from city wharf and Chinese, Japanese, and Latin 
quarters, examined during the week ended July 11, 1903. 

The following is received from Assistant Surgeon Currie, under 
date of July 11, through Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue: 

Number of rats caught alive 76 

Number found dead 2 

Number showing lesions of phosphorus poisoning 

Number showing pest infection 

Measures for checking smallpox in northern Maine {Canadian border). 

Surgeon Kalloch reports from Portland, Me., July 14, as follows: 
Acting Asst. Surg. Luther Mason reports from Fort Kent, Me. , that 
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during the last ten days there have been 24 cases of smallpox in the 
vicinity of Fort Kent, Me., and that four houses have been disinfected. 
Two houses are now under quarantine restrictions. 

Inspection service, Mexican border. 

Laredo, Tex. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Hamilton reports, Jul}- 12, 
as follows: 

Week ended July 11, 1903: Number of passenger trains entering 
from Mexico inspected, 14; persons on trains entering from Mexico 
inspected, 601; immigrants inspected, 38; immigrants certified, 1; 
immigrants deported, 1; immigrants vaccinated upon entry, 13. 

Danger of transmission of yellow fever to Monterey from Tampico. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hamilton, at Laredo, Tex., reports, July 
10, as follows: 

Referring to danger of yellow fever reaching Monterey from Tam- 
pico, I quote telegram received of Consul-General Hanna at Monte- 
rey, dated July 10: 

Have made careful investigation. Am thoroughly convinced that everything is 
clean as far south as Victoria. No cases of yellow fever known in Victoria nor 
Monterey. Two quarantines between here and Tampico. 

I have written the consul at Victoria to give me early information 
should cases occur there. 

The death of a railroad official at Cardenas of yellow fever acquired 
in Tampico is reported by the press. Cardenas is 150 miles from 
Tampico on railroad between Tampico and San Luis Potosi. There is 
no quarantine on this line of travel. San Luis Potosi is claimed to be 
noninfectible. It has an altitude of 6,000 feet. Monterey may be 
reached via San Luis Potosi from Tampico in thirty-nine hours with- 
out quarantine inspection, which includes a delay at San Luis Potosi 
of twelve hours on account of trains not making connection. There- 
fore persons infected at Tampico may reach Monterey notwithstand- 
ing the double quarantine on the direct route. A. A. Surg. .John 
Frick, of Tampico, who passed through here a short time ago, 
informed me that the quarantine inspection consisted in taking the 
temperature of passengers and a change of train crews. Persons 
having normal temperature are allowed to pass. Time consumed from 
Tampico to Monterey is thirteen and one-half hours. 

Two families of railroad employees between Tampico and Montere}' 
have passed through here. The employees believed that yellow fever 
would soon break out in Monterey and they were afraid to remain 
there. They had been running between Monterey and Tampico. 
They informed me that crews of freight trains ran through to Tampico, 
only the passenger crews being- changed at quarantine station. 



